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18 Juna to 25 July 1%}

|25X1_paTE PREPARED__ 12 August 1953

ENCLOSURES (No. & TYPE)

25X1

25X1

25X1

25X1

Tz following observations vwere made at Orahienburg alrfield between 18 June
and 21 July 1953: .

18 and 19 June, A truck camouflaged by bushes and an emrlaced gun were :
cbserved on both sides at the northern end of the runway, On 18 June, three
Soviet sentries armed with carbines were observeu lying in the grass at

the northeastern exit of Leegebruch. 1

2 July, On the northern sdge of the fleld, coment was being unloaded from
seven boxecars onto irucks, which subsequently moved to the airfieid. In the
center of the fleld, there were about 10 additlomnal boxcars on which work
wag done. Clouds of dust rose from this area at the time,

10 July, The roadbed of the new railway leading toward the fuel dumn in the
northern section of the field had been filled with bellast and the rail
ties had also been laid.

Barly July. | | every day between the hours of 4 p.m. and

5 p.M., tile workers changed shifts., Work apparently also continued at night,
as the field was 1lluminated by searchlights. The workers vho left the field
at about 4 p.m. went to the southern section of the Weisse Stadt settlement.
On 4 July, | ] the shrapnelproof airersft revelments had
apparently been painted a green~brown camouflage color.

£ _July, Work was under way on the north-south runway.

After 29 June, work at the field again continued with the previous strength
cf about 1,200 men. However, individual workers had been transferred to the
Leipzig area where dwellings were to be constructed. Repair work had to be
done on the runway, which was in poor condition. Between 7 and 18 July, no
vork was under way on additiomal shrapnelproof alrcraft revetments. The
completed revetments were painted with a camouflage paint in green, yellow,
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brown and red. For testing purposes, the runway was also provided witk a
coat of dark camouflage paint. A construction sits was being surveyed near
the cpur track, locate.i about 100 meters northeast of the hangsr. Construct—
ion work at the field was nearing completion. (ne cement storage shed at the
landing field bad alrcady been removed.

ithe Soviet supervisor at Uranienturg airfield was

Romenepke {fu) who intereeded in favor of the German workers during the
disturbances. On 17 June, the Serman workers were unable to proceed teward
Berlin anc had to return to their quarters which, in the meanwhile, nad

boen oceupled by Soviet troops. Romanenko wansged it so that the troops
vithdrew without meking arrests. | leonstruation
workers were arrestcd at night and releamsed after 24 hours , after & sit-

down strike by the other workers.

Up tc 5 July, concreting work on the taxiway was completed. This work : con-
tinued on the hardstends and construction work was alsc done on aircraft
revetments. On 13 July, 22 shrapnelproof aircraft revetments were conx leted
and provided with a coat of camouflage paint. Jonecreting work could net con-
tinue because of a lack of cement. One cement storage shed had alresdy been
removed in early July. Some workers were transferred to other construction
sites.

| | on 25 July,
a party was glven for the workers upon completion of the main construetion
work. A portion of the construction worker:s had already been transferwyqd.

Some of the shrapnelproof alrcrzft reveiments in the southern section of the
field near Wilhelmsthal estate had by 12 July been covered with sand. The
eoncretg slabs of the revetments were provided with a coat of camoufld:re
paint,
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disturbances between 17 and 20 June 1953,

Comment. The present report contains details on the vrevicusly reported
1mprovement work at Oranienburg airfield, Noteworthy is the inforuation on the
poor conditi-n of the runway, which confirms previous obssrvations

[sovist suporvisor Romanenko was orevigusly

|
Teported | [as holding the rank of Lieutenant Colomel. Ii i

also notevorthy that the shrapmelproof airersft revetments and ths runsay are
keing crovided with a coat of camouflage pmint., In this comnection, rdference
is made to information | | in Novernber 1952, statad that
& conference was held on the production and the supply to the Soviet Alr Foree
of camouflage paint for concrete, Raw material for ths manufacturs of lut
least ACC tons of paint was allebedly to be mads available by the Ostdrwieck
paint fectory. So far, no information has been recelived that camouflags paint
for concrete has been used at Soviet-occupied airfields in East Germsnmy.
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